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What is a community of practice?
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Uniting around: Supporting Families

The overall goal of supporting families, with all of 
their complexity, strengths and unique abilities is so 

they can best support, nurture, love and 
facilitate opportunities for the achievement of self-

determination, interdependence, productivity, 
integration, and inclusion in all facets of community 

life for their family members.

About the NCoP – The Community of Practice for Support Families of 
Individuals with Intellectual & Developmental Disabilities 

(supportstofamilies.org)
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https://supportstofamilies.org/about/about-the-cop/


HOW: LifeCourse Framework

We use Charting the 
LifeCourse to Influence, 

Innovate, and Transform: 
Policy, Practice, and 

Culture



WHAT: Filling Buckets!

Discovery & 
Navigation
(Info and 
Training)

Connecting & 
Networking
(Talking to 
someone 
that has 

been there)

Goods &
Services

(Day to Day, 
Medical, 
Financial 
Supports)
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PA’s Community of Practice for Supporting Families

Supporting 
Families

Innovation 
Workgroups

Regional 
Collaboratives

Leadership 
(Core) 
Team
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The FLOW of PA’s CoP for Supporting Families
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Photo by SlimMars 13: https://www.pexels.com/photo/river-flowing-in-green-countryside-14285864/



PA’s Supporting Families Leadership (Core) Team
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https://palms-awss3-repository.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/MyODP_Content/Family+Network/Supporting+Families+CoP+Work+Plan+FY+20-21+Final.pdf
https://www.myodp.org/mod/page/view.php?id=25542/
https://www.visionforequality.org/programs/pa-family-network/
https://www.paddc.org/
http://www.eita-pa.org/
https://sau1.org/self-advocacy-power-network


Innovation Workgroups
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•Employment Innovation

•Family & Self Advocate Engagement

•Front Door 

•Supports Coordination 

https://home.myodp.org/community-of-practice-innovation-areas/


Connect, Discover, and Transform Locally
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https://home.myodp.org/community-of-practice-2/regional-collaboratives/


2nd Annual PA Charting the LifeCourse (CtLC) 
Ambassador & Champion Event

November 16, 2022
1-3 pm

Office of Developmental Programs
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PA’s LifeCourse Ambassadors expand and connect

https://www.lifecoursetools.com/network/lifecourse-ambassadors/


Providing Examples of Innovative Approaches

PA Supporting Families Innovation Spotlight:
Supporting the person and the family toward Competitive 
Integrated Employment – PA InVEST

March 8, 2023  1-2:30 pm

Candida Walton, ODP

Dana Barone, OVR

Francine Hogan, PA Family Network
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4th Summit for Regional Collaboratives
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Community of Practice for Supporting Families Regional 
Collaborative Summit

August 14 and August 15, 2023 – In-person and virtual options

State College, PA

The Community of Practice for Supporting Families Regional Collaborative 
Summit will be held live in State College. Virtual participation options will also 
be available. Join the Summit this August to learn from peers and professionals 
about how to bolster your communities of practice for supporting individuals 

with disabilities and/or autism (ID/A) and their families.

Registration information to follow.



Conversations



Description of the meetings



Who is on the calls and why join 



ISAC Feedback & Suggestions: The CoP

• What are we doing well?

• Do we have the structures and people in place that we need?

• What have we missed?

• What are your concerns?

• Are you aware of any resources, contacts, or networks that we should 
consider as we nurture PA’s CoP for Supporting Families?
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Supporting Families QM Plan

• Individual and family survey

• Dissemination strategies to 

increase the total number of 

family members who know about 

and then complete the survey.
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https://cpa.questionpro.com/a/TakeSurvey?tt=vfsRFqI0v%2BkECHrPeIW9eQ%3D%3D


ISAC Feedback & Suggestions: The Survey

How can you 

help distribute 

the survey?
Photo by Andrea Piacquadio: https://www.pexels.com/photo/cheerful-senior-
mother-and-adult-daughter-using-smartphone-together-3791664/
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Stay Tuned In

Subscribe to ODP’s 
Supporting Families 

ListServ 

HERE
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flistserv.dpw.state.pa.us%2FScripts%2Fwa.exe%3FSUBED1%3Dodp-supporting-families-cop%26A%3D1&data=05%7C01%7Ccawalton%40pa.gov%7C725342e7e41546e0b55e08db0def9609%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C638119094901606227%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=43Yom4FKUkHnb2nKJUfO7rxIWZiS08o4kR%2Fd%2B7vTef8%3D&reserved=0

