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• Individuals with ID/A are seven times more likely to intersect with the CJ 
system than those without ID/A (Berryessa, 2014) 

• Individuals may  be targets for abuse and victimization

• Individuals may have challenges that expose them to criminal charges and 
victimization (inability to interpret social cues;  communication differences,  
complex /misunderstood behavioral responses, impulsivity)

• Ongoing need for training of justice system professionals as well as 
individuals and families/caregivers

ID/A and the Justice System
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https://paautism.org/resource/navigating-justice-process/
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ASERT (Autism Services Education Resources and Training) 

* Justice Resource Collection   https://paautism.org/resource/justice/

• Statewide Trainings  
 8,869

• Including 1,075 and 54 online trainings in 2021!
• New Resources:

 Co-Responder Programs and Teams: https://paautism.org/resource/coresponder-programs-teams/
 Diversionary Programs: Justice System: https://paautism.org/resource/diversionary-programs-

justice/
 ASSIST: Autism Sensory Strategies, Information, and Toolkit (Developed in collaboration with 

Jefferson OT): https://paautism.org/resource/assist-toolkit/
 Resources for Park Rangers/National Parks:

• National Parks Social Story: https://paautism.org/resource/national-parks-social-story/
• How to Support Autistic Guests Visiting National Parks: https://paautism.org/resource/how-to-

support-autistic-guests-visiting-national-parks/

https://paautism.org/resource/justice/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://paautism.org/resource/coresponder-programs-teams/&data=04|01|rewall@pa.gov|5df2ae4c74204ca3df2408d9778eb9ed|418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde|0|0|637672277157681966|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|1000&sdata=bJzwfyZegfDn8nG%2B8fAMQXmBCp%2BG1lMVJlwAuyvijn0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://paautism.org/resource/diversionary-programs-justice/&data=04|01|rewall@pa.gov|5df2ae4c74204ca3df2408d9778eb9ed|418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde|0|0|637672277157681966|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|1000&sdata=ZBvGiukv5muzeeXmIrJ7ikPLZyH0x2nnZESjBf1IBeU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://paautism.org/resource/assist-toolkit/&data=04|01|rewall@pa.gov|5df2ae4c74204ca3df2408d9778eb9ed|418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde|0|0|637672277157691918|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|1000&sdata=3TRUa33Czz549Uw8MfHzb8bMsQ15uoLbO%2BdiLtIOj3Y%3D&reserved=0
https://paautism.org/resource/national-parks-social-story/
https://paautism.org/resource/how-to-support-autistic-guests-visiting-national-parks/
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ASERT Justice Resources

https://paautism.org/resource/justice/
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ASERT Justice Resource Collection

Sample Resources
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ASERT Social Stories
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ASERT Social Stories
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• Training of Trial Court Judges (February 2020)  

 Presented overview of ASD for over 200 PA Judges

• Statewide Justice Forums (2021)   

 In collaboration with PA Supreme Court,  co-hosted 5 regional forums to secure 
stakeholder input around statewide initiatives and system gaps.   

 Total attendance 1,241.

• Ongoing collaboration to develop trainings for new judges 

Statewide Trainings and Forums- PA Courts
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• ODP developed and disseminated a survey to  focused on identifying 
gaps and promising practice with forensic efforts at the local and 
regional level.

• ASERT is in the process on analyzing and synthesizing the feedback

• Reboot of the ODP-County Administrators Forensic Workgroup. 

Collaboration with PA Counties
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• Department of Corrections (DOC) is implementing a new process for 
screening all inmates for ASD

• DOC is designing a pilot unit at SCI Albion for neurodiverse inmates

• ODP is consulting with DOC to design the unit.  Grounding the focus in 
Positive Behavior Support (PBS) model

• ODP has trained DOC psychologists and SCI Albion implementors in 
environmental design, individualized and targeted assessment and 
supports

SCI  Albion
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District Attorneys Association Training

Identify and respond to training and resource gaps

Continue to expand and bolster collaborations 

Look to identify, replicate and expand promising practice models 

Specialty Courts/Teams,  SCI Albion, Forensic Rapid Response Networks)

Some Immediate Next Steps
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▪ Navigating the Justice System — PAAutism.org, an ASERT Autism Resource Guide

▪ Criminal Justice System.pdf (thearc.org)

▪ Prosecuting and Defending Criminal Cases Involving Persons with Disabilities | Temple University 
Institute on Disabilities at Temple University, College of Education and Human Development

▪ Prosecuting and Defending Criminal Cases Involving Persons with Disabilities | Temple University 
Institute on Disabilities at Temple University, College of Education and Human Development

▪ Equal Justice for People with Developmental Disabilities | Temple University Institute on Disabilities at 
Temple University, College of Education and Human Development

▪ Autism and the Criminal Justice System | A.J. Drexel Autism Institute | Drexel University

▪ victim-booklets.indd (autism-society.org)

▪ FST-2.1-Special-Edition-Autism-Spectrum-Disorder-ASD-and-the-Criminal-Justice-System-An-
Introduction-for-Professionals.pdf (csp.edu)

Resources

https://paautism.org/resource/navigating-justice-process/
https://thearc.org/wp-content/uploads/forchapters/Criminal%20Justice%20System.pdf
https://disabilities.temple.edu/justice/prosecuting-and-defending-criminal-cases-involving-persons-disabilities
https://disabilities.temple.edu/justice/prosecuting-and-defending-criminal-cases-involving-persons-disabilities
https://disabilities.temple.edu/justice/
https://drexel.edu/autisminstitute/research/Policy-Analytics-Center/Autism%20and%20the%20Criminal%20Justice%20System/
https://www.autism-society.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/self-victim.pdf
https://online.csp.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/FST-2.1-Special-Edition-Autism-Spectrum-Disorder-ASD-and-the-Criminal-Justice-System-An-Introduction-for-Professionals.pdf

