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ID/A and the Justice System

Individuals with ID/A are seven times more likely to intersect with the CJ
system than those without ID/A (Berryessa, 2014)

Individuals may be targets for abuse and victimization

Individuals may have challenges that expose them to criminal charges and
victimization (inability to interpret social cues; communication differences,
complex /misunderstood behavioral responses, impulsivity)

Ongoing need for training of justice system professionals as well as
individuals and families/caregivers

www.dhs.pa.gov



REVISED

Sequential Intercept Model

This revised version of the Sequential Intercept Model is a tool for victims, offenders, families, and providers as it follows both the offender and
victim perspective as they navigate the criminal justice system. The Revised Sequential Intercept Model was generated with funding from the
International Society for Autism Research (INSAR).
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Justice Process & Intervention B
Opportunities M.ap

Intervention

Deveioped by the Office of Developmental Programs (O0F) in collaboration with William F- Werd,
Retired Judge, Aleghany County, PA

POINTS OF INTERVENTION:

8 Ofier evidence-based trarnrgs 1o prepare lew enforcemernt 1o interact
and engage with ndhviduals with Actsm, VDO or MM diagroses

& ntroduce indwicual 1 police and local ciss stad

s Get ndmcus added 10 ther county's Specal Needs Registry

o Aszess ndeidual for potersial sk and develop strategies D mitigate

- m‘mmmmmmmnmrm

s Ensure they urderstand the meanings of, “you have the right to reman
silert” and “you have the nght to an attomey™
Reduce mtes of reckivam with supports for housing and empioyment

s Teach the mportance of sharng dagnoses and self daclosue

& Utitze social stonies a3  sirategy %0 assat in preparing for patice
weranos

= Have robicualioen the PennDOT Yeliow Dop program

COMMUNITY SERVICES/
PRE- SYSTEM ENTRY

POINTS OF INTERVENTION:

® Respond 1o orisa and/or police depanmernt

Cortact emergency cversion urit, mobile crais, or peer specisist
Encourage police 1o take individund 1o stabiization unit, walk-n
servce of nespte nstead of i

Frep individual for processing phase

Contact the al and ask them for ther process for how you can stay
P to date on the current status of the ndividud (website, phone
number, etc )

ENTRY INTO
THE SYSTEM

POINTS OF INTERVENTION:

o ¥ State supports ave not involved, they need to be at ths level.
Contact dedense counsel 0 they have the approprate contact .
nformaton and request that you (and anyone else identified) be v
axdcled 10 the indvicual's visitor st

s Fevew updates to case. nchuiing riormation about the defense
Counse by IDCanng the docket sheet Y

OR you can dowrdoad the *PAcDocket” app

"De-idantify: navne, MM, and MOUS for consufts

o Ergage the defense counsel n (1) Kertityng necessay medcaton
the indmcual may need () oenng heipful ndormaton for the
ntarview with the Benhaviorat Unit (3) explan gocial atones 2s o v
stratagy 10 assist I preparing for justice scenarics (4) inquire 1o
opportunities for indvidund to meet judpe ahead of tme (5) and
f they can request needed ACCOMMOGNONS In COuN room (dm
ights, close Curtan, dreas coovortable, etc.), ) request parent or
other acult be listed on he suDPOENa SO they can attend hearng
wth rdivdual (7) inform of serdces Daeng put 1Mo place and v
discuss what progress i able 10 be made 10 MproVe outcome
and () # an iIndmicual & Yarsfering from a county 10 state prison,
onsure there i proper documentaton 1 confem deabslty and 6 WEEXS
foeds pror 15 atarting the rake procens.

8 Ask deferme counuel f 3 COMpetency evaiuaton = needed o
aready occurning. ‘Be sure 10 disauss completion of a Petton
of Competancy Evaluaton and ARD witn before the Aducication
hane ‘nmt--nammnmmmvc_v
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Transfer out of the MAGISTERIAL DESTRICT COURT

Justice Process & Intervention Opportunities Map

POINTS OF INTERVENTION: v
e Qffer 10 asnist deferse counsal in DA (1) reviews case, (2) prepares cricwrl
presenience nvestgaton stage -9 chamges (5 and considers Acoslerated
s Creste 2 detaled Transtion Pan and - Rerabitative Dapositon (ARD)

provide to the defense counsal for ! : jex st offenss for DU

presentence nvestigation v
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SANCTIONS

. PA Parcle Board gets lavalved at this stage

Memor 2 nduen of
POINTS OF INTERVENTION:

m . v Understanding (MOU)
s et I
OHS, DOC (MOH) and County Protation Department 3 o Orparsment
o Communicate win Oslense course 10 ensure plans i Swvinss | % CoeStons
(oocy
i (omsy
-

of termns of relaase are plarmed and or estabished

o Bogn prepping necessary paperwork for refesne
{ox. program intake, MA, efc )

v
o Secume housing and employment opportunities OUT OF THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE STSTEM

CORRECTIONS
pecfio 1o OOF sy stem

POINTS OF INTERVENTION:
»  Contact County Assistarce Office and ensure Medical Assistarce
I8 getting started again
®  Agply for sppiicabie COP prograrms, #f ths wars net started in
previcus stages
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OFFICE (CADY
vy

8 Assist in the prepamaton of home. medcal and/cr o0 plans for
Lnened APPLY FOR MEDICAL »
ASSUITANCE (MA)

RE-ENTRY

o Bemindhul of ndividuais who experiance resiiual rauma as a result
of the expenence and ensure sirategies are i piace 1o ackiress t

RE-INTEGRATION/

The ASENT CoNadoratie & Amded Oy the Oftr o Drveloprw ntnd

Pragromm. (W Departmast of Mimon Serykes

A77-231-4244
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https://paautism.org/resource/navigating-justice-process/



ASERT (Autism Services Education Resources and Training) [ pennsylvania

DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES

* Justice Resource Collection https://paautism.org/resource/justice/

e Statewide Trainings
+ 8,869
* Including 1,075 and 54 online trainings in 2021!
e New Resources:

* Co-Responder Programs and Teams: https://paautism.org/resource/coresponder-programs-teams/

+ Diversionary Programs: Justice System: https://paautism.org/resource/diversionary-programs-
justice/

+ ASSIST: Autism Sensory Strategies, Information, and Toolkit (Developed in collaboration with
Jefferson OT): https://paautism.org/resource/assist-toolkit/

* Resources for Park Rangers/National Parks:

* National Parks Social Story: https://paautism.org/resource/national-parks-social-story/

*  How to Support Autistic Guests Visiting National Parks: https://paautism.org/resource/how-to-
support-autistic-guests-visiting-national-parks/

www.dhs.pa.gov



https://paautism.org/resource/justice/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://paautism.org/resource/coresponder-programs-teams/&data=04|01|rewall@pa.gov|5df2ae4c74204ca3df2408d9778eb9ed|418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde|0|0|637672277157681966|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|1000&sdata=bJzwfyZegfDn8nG%2B8fAMQXmBCp%2BG1lMVJlwAuyvijn0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://paautism.org/resource/diversionary-programs-justice/&data=04|01|rewall@pa.gov|5df2ae4c74204ca3df2408d9778eb9ed|418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde|0|0|637672277157681966|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|1000&sdata=ZBvGiukv5muzeeXmIrJ7ikPLZyH0x2nnZESjBf1IBeU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://paautism.org/resource/assist-toolkit/&data=04|01|rewall@pa.gov|5df2ae4c74204ca3df2408d9778eb9ed|418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde|0|0|637672277157691918|Unknown|TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D|1000&sdata=3TRUa33Czz549Uw8MfHzb8bMsQ15uoLbO%2BdiLtIOj3Y%3D&reserved=0
https://paautism.org/resource/national-parks-social-story/
https://paautism.org/resource/how-to-support-autistic-guests-visiting-national-parks/
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ASERT Justice Resources

https://paautism.org/resource/justice/

Justice Resource Collection

www.dhs.pa.gov



ASERT Justice Resource Collection
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Sample Resources
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ASERT Social Stories

The Law Social Story, Parts 1-4

Overview

These social stories were created to describe the various aspects of the law and justice system to individuals with autism.

Part 1: What is the law?

View all at once View as slides

ay |

ar @

Laws are rules | have to follow. Many of these laws are in place to keep
me safe.

pennsylvania

DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES

The Law Social Story, Parts 1-4

These social stories were created to describe the various aspects of the law and justice system to individuals with autism.

Part 3: Getting arrested & transport

www.dhs.pa.gov

Vlew all at once View as slides

d
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- @ o

The laws say the police officer may put An officer may search my body to make
handcuffs on me. The handcuffs will feel sure | don't have anything on me that
cold and hard. could be harmful.




ASERT Social Stories pennsylvania
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Before Court - Parts 1 & 2 Social Story Appearing in Court Social Story, Parts 1-

3

Overview

These social stories were created to describe the various components of preparing for court to individuals with autism. Overview

View all at once View as slides

These social stories were created to describe the various aspects of appearing in court to individuals with autism.

Order in
the court!

/=
If | break the law, | may have to go to The court will decide what happens to me The judge is in charge of the courtroom. The judge decides what happens to
court. since | broke the law. people who break the law.

www.dhs.pa.gov
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Statewide Trainings and Forums- PA Courts

Training of Trial Court Judges (February 2020)

* Presented overview of ASD for over 200 PA Judges

Statewide Justice Forums (2021)

¢ In collaboration with PA Supreme Court, co-hosted 5 regional forums to secure
stakeholder input around statewide initiatives and system gaps.

¢ Total attendance 1,241.

Ongoing collaboration to develop trainings for new judges

www.dhs.pa.gov
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Collaboration with PA Counties

ODP developed and disseminated a survey to focused on identifying
gaps and promising practice with forensic efforts at the local and
regional level.

ASERT is in the process on analyzing and synthesizing the feedback
Reboot of the ODP-County Administrators Forensic Workgroup.

www.dhs.pa.gov



pennsylvania

DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES

SCI Albion
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Department of Corrections (DOC) is implementing a new process for
screening all inmates for ASD

DOC is designing a pilot unit at SCI Albion for neurodiverse inmates

ODP is consulting with DOC to design the unit. Grounding the focus in
Positive Behavior Support (PBS) model

ODP has trained DOC psychologists and SCI Albion implementors in
environmental design, individualized and targeted assessment and
supports

www.dhs.pa.gov



) DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES

Some Immediate Next Steps pennsylvania

District Attorneys Association Training

Identify and respond to training and resource gaps

Continue to expand and bolster collaborations

Look to identify, replicate and expand promising practice

Specialty Courts/Teams, SCl Albion, Forensic Rapid Response
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Resources

Navigating the Justice System — PAAutism.org, an ASERT Autism Resource Guide

Criminal Justice System.pdf (thearc.org)

Prosecuting and Defending Criminal Cases Involving Persons with Disabilities | Temple University
Institute on Disabilities at Temple University, College of Education and Human Development

Prosecuting and Defending Criminal Cases Involving Persons with Disabilities | Temple University
Institute on Disabilities at Temple University, College of Education and Human Development

Equal Justice for People with Developmental Disabilities | Temple University Institute on Disabilities at
Temple University, College of Education and Human Development

Autism and the Criminal Justice System | A.J. Drexel Autism Institute | Drexel University

victim-booklets.indd (autism-society.org)

FST-2.1-Special-Edition-Autism-Spectrum-Disorder-ASD-and-the-Criminal-Justice-System-An-
Introduction-for-Professionals.pdf (csp.edu)

www.dhs.pa.gov



https://paautism.org/resource/navigating-justice-process/
https://thearc.org/wp-content/uploads/forchapters/Criminal%20Justice%20System.pdf
https://disabilities.temple.edu/justice/prosecuting-and-defending-criminal-cases-involving-persons-disabilities
https://disabilities.temple.edu/justice/prosecuting-and-defending-criminal-cases-involving-persons-disabilities
https://disabilities.temple.edu/justice/
https://drexel.edu/autisminstitute/research/Policy-Analytics-Center/Autism%20and%20the%20Criminal%20Justice%20System/
https://www.autism-society.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/self-victim.pdf
https://online.csp.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/FST-2.1-Special-Edition-Autism-Spectrum-Disorder-ASD-and-the-Criminal-Justice-System-An-Introduction-for-Professionals.pdf

